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18 USC §§ 1040, 1341, 1343,  as amended or added by Public Law 110­179, the 
‘‘Emergency and Disaster Assistance Fraud Penalty Enhancement Act of 2007”. 

 

 

 

§ 1040. Fraud in connection with major disaster or emergency benefits 
(a) Whoever, in a circumstance described in subsection (b) of this section, knowingly— 
(1) falsifies, conceals, or covers up by any trick, scheme, or device any material fact; or 
(2) makes any materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation, or makes or uses any false 
writing or document knowing the same to contain any materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or 
representation,  
in any matter involving any benefit authorized, transported, transmitted, transferred, disbursed, or paid in connection 
with a major disaster declaration under section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170) or an emergency declaration under section 501 of 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5191), or in connection with any 
procurement of property or services related to any emergency or major disaster declaration as a prime contractor 
with the United States or as a subcontractor or supplier on a contract in which there is a prime contract with the 
United States, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 30 years, or both. 
(b) A circumstance described in this subsection is any instance where— 
(1) the authorization, transportation, transmission, transfer, disbursement, or payment of the benefit is in or affects 
interstate or foreign commerce; 
(2) the benefit is transported in the mail at any point in the authorization, transportation, transmission, transfer, 
disbursement, or payment of that benefit; or 
(3) the benefit is a record, voucher, payment, money, or thing of value of the United States, or of any department 
or agency thereof. 
(c) In this section, the term “benefit” means any record, voucher, payment, money or thing of value, good, service, 
right, or privilege provided by the United States, a State or local government, or other entity. 
§ 1341. Frauds and swindles  
Whoever, having devised or intending to devise any scheme or artifice to defraud, or for obtaining money or 
property by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, or to sell, dispose of, loan, 
exchange, alter, give away, distribute, supply, or furnish or procure for unlawful use any counterfeit or spurious 
coin, obligation, security, or other article, or anything represented to be or intimated or held out to be such 
counterfeit or spurious article, for the purpose of executing such scheme or artifice or attempting so to do, places in 
any post office or authorized depository for mail matter, any matter or thing whatever to be sent or delivered by the 
Postal Service, or deposits or causes to be deposited any matter or thing whatever to be sent or delivered by any 
private or commercial interstate carrier, or takes or receives therefrom, any such matter or thing, or knowingly 
causes to be delivered by mail or such carrier according to the direction thereon, or at the place at which it is 
directed to be delivered by the person to whom it is addressed, any such matter or thing, shall be fined under this 
title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both. If the violation occurs in relation to, or involving any benefit 
authorized, transported, transmitted, transferred, disbursed, or paid in connection with, a presidentially declared 
major disaster or emergency (as those terms are defined in section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122)), or affects a financial institution, such person shall be fined not more 
than $ 1,000,000 or imprisoned not more than 30 years, or both. 
§ 1343. Fraud by wire, radio, or television  
Whoever, having devised or intending to devise any scheme or artifice to defraud, or for obtaining money or 
property by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, transmits or causes to be 
transmitted by means of wire, radio, or television communication in interstate or foreign commerce, any writings, 
signs, signals, pictures, or sounds for the purpose of executing such scheme or artifice, shall be fined under this title 
or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both. If the violation occurs in relation to, or involving any benefit 
authorized, transported, transmitted, transferred, disbursed, or paid in connection with, a presidentially declared 
major disaster or emergency (as those terms are defined in section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122)), or affects a financial institution, such person shall be fined not more 
than $ 1,000,000 or imprisoned not more than 30 years, or both. 


