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Title 18 
 
§ 111. Assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain officers or employees  

(a) In general. Whoever— 
(1) forcibly assaults, resists, opposes, impedes, intimidates, or interferes with any person designated in section 

1114 of this title while engaged in or on account of the performance of official duties; or 
(2) forcibly assaults or intimidates any person who formerly served as a person designated in section 1114 on 

account of the performance of official duties during such person’s term of service, 
shall, where the acts in violation of this section constitute only simple assault, be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than one year, or both, and in all other cases where such acts involve physical contact with the 
victim of that assault or the intent to commit another felony, be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 8 
years, or both. 

(b) Enhanced penalty. Whoever, in the commission of any acts described in subsection (a), uses a deadly or 
dangerous weapon (including a weapon intended to cause death or danger but that fails to do so by reason of a 
defective component) or inflicts bodily injury, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or 
both. 
§ 115. Influencing, impeding, or retaliating against a Federal official by threatening or injuring a family 
member  

(a)(1) Whoever— 
(A) assaults, kidnaps, or murders, or attempts or conspires to kidnap or murder, or threatens to assault, 

kidnap or murder a member of the immediate family of a United States official, a United States judge, a Federal 
law enforcement officer, or an official whose killing would be a crime under section 1114 of this title; or 

(B) threatens to assault, kidnap, or murder, a United States official, a United States judge, a Federal law 
enforcement officer, or an official whose killing would be a crime under such section, 

with intent to impede, intimidate, or interfere with such official, judge, or law enforcement officer while engaged 
in the performance of official duties, or with intent to retaliate against such official, judge, or law enforcement 
officer on account of the performance of official duties, shall be punished as provided in subsection (b). 

(2) Whoever assaults, kidnaps, or murders, or attempts or conspires to kidnap or murder, or threatens to assault, 
kidnap, or murder, any person who formerly served as a person designated in paragraph (1), or a member of the 
immediate family of any person who formerly served as a person designated in paragraph (1), with intent to 
retaliate against such person on account of the performance of official duties during the term of service of such 
person, shall be punished as provided in subsection (b). 
(b) (1) An assault in violation of this section shall be punished as provided in section 111 of this title. 

(1) The punishment for an assault in violation of this section is— 
(A) a fine under this title; and 
(B)(i) if the assault consists of a simple assault, a term of imprisonment for not more than 1 year; 
(ii) if the assault involved physical contact with the victim of that assault or the intent to commit another felony, a 
term of imprisonment for not more than 10 years; 
(iii) if the assault resulted in bodily injury, a term of imprisonment for not more than 20 years; or 
(iv) if the assault resulted in serious bodily injury (as that term is defined in section 1365 of this title, and including 
any conduct that, if the conduct occurred in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, 
would violate section 2241 or 2242 of this title) or a dangerous weapon was used during and in relation to the 
offense, a term of imprisonment for not more than 30 years. 

(2) A kidnapping, attempted kidnapping, or conspiracy to kidnap in violation of this section shall be punished as 
provided in section 1201 of this title for the kidnapping or attempted kidnapping of, or a conspiracy to kidnap, a 
person described in section 1201(a)(5) of this title. 
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(3) A murder or attempted murder in violation of this section shall be punished as provided in sections 1111, 
1113, and 1117 of this title. 

(4) A threat made in violation of this section shall be punished by a fine under this title or imprisonment for a 
term of not more than 10 years, or both, except that imprisonment for a threatened assault shall not exceed 6 years. 
(c) As used in this section, the term— 

(1) “Federal law enforcement officer” means any officer, agent, or employee of the United States authorized by 
law or by a Government agency to engage in or supervise the prevention, detection, investigation, or prosecution 
of any violation of Federal criminal law; 

(2) “immediate family member” of an individual means— 
(A) his spouse, parent, brother or sister, child or person to whom he stands in loco parentis; or 
(B) any other person living in his household and related to him by blood or marriage; 

(3) “United States judge” means any judicial officer of the United States, and includes a justice of the Supreme 
Court and a United States magistrate [United States magistrate judge]; and 

(4) “United States official” means the President, President-elect, Vice President, Vice President-elect, a 
Member of Congress, a member-elect of Congress, a member of the executive branch who is the head of a 
department listed in 5 U.S.C. 101, or the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency. 
(d) This section shall not interfere with the investigative authority of the United States Secret Service, as provided 

under sections 3056, 871, and 879 of this title. 
§ 119. Protection of individuals performing certain official duties 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Whoever knowingly makes restricted personal information about a covered person, or a 
member of the immediate family of that covered person, publicly available— 
(1) with the intent to threaten, intimidate, or incite the commission of a crime of violence against that covered 
person, or a member of the immediate family of that covered person; or 
(2) with the intent and knowledge that the restricted personal information will be used to threaten, intimidate, or 
facilitate the commission of a crime of violence against that covered person, or a member of the immediate family of 
that covered person, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both. 
(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the term “restricted personal information” means, with respect to an individual, the Social Security number, the 
home address, home phone number, mobile phone number, personal email, or home fax number of, and identifiable 
to, that individual; 
(2) the term “covered person” means— 
(A) an individual designated in section 1114; 
(B) a grand or petit juror, witness, or other officer in or of, any court of the United States, or an officer 
who may be, or was, serving at any examination or other proceeding before any United States magistrate judge or 
other committing magistrate; 
(C) an informant or witness in a Federal criminal investigation or prosecution; or 
(D) a State or local officer or employee whose restricted personal information is made publicly available because of 
the participation in, or assistance provided to, a Federal criminal investigation by that officer or employee; 
(3) the term “crime of violence” has the meaning given the term in section 16; and 
(4) the term “immediate family” has the meaning given the term in section 115(c)(2). 
§ 930. Possession of firearms and dangerous weapons in Federal facilities  

(a) Except as provided in subsection (d), whoever knowingly possesses or causes to be present a firearm or other 
dangerous weapon in a Federal facility (other than a Federal court facility), or attempts to do so, shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both. 

(b) Whoever, with intent that a firearm or other dangerous weapon be used in the commission of a crime, 
knowingly possesses or causes to be present such firearm or dangerous weapon in a Federal facility, or attempts to 
do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both. 
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(c) A person who kills any person in the course of a violation of subsection (a) or (b), or in the course of an attack 
on a Federal facility involving the use of a firearm or other dangerous weapon, or attempts or conspires to do such 
an act, shall be punished as provided in sections 1111, 1112, 1113, and 1117. 

(d) Subsection (a) shall not apply to— 
(1) the lawful performance of official duties by an officer, agent, or employee of the United States, a State, or a 

political subdivision thereof, who is authorized by law to engage in or supervise the prevention, detection, 
investigation, or prosecution of any violation of law; 

(2) the possession of a firearm or other dangerous weapon by a Federal official or a member of the Armed 
Forces if such possession is authorized by law; or 

(3) the lawful carrying of firearms or other dangerous weapons in a Federal facility incident to hunting or other 
lawful purposes. 
(e)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), whoever knowingly possesses or causes to be present a firearm or other 

dangerous weapon in a Federal court facility, or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not 
more than 2 years, or both. 

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to conduct which is described in paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (d). 
(f) Nothing in this section limits the power of a court of the United States to punish for contempt or to promulgate 

rules or orders regulating, restricting, or prohibiting the possession of weapons within any building housing such 
court or any of its proceedings, or upon any grounds appurtenant to such building. 

(g) As used in this section: 
(1) The term “Federal facility” means a building or part thereof owned or leased by the Federal Government, 

where Federal employees are regularly present for the purpose of performing their official duties. 
(2) The term “dangerous weapon” means a weapon, device, instrument, material, or substance, animate or 

inanimate, that is used for, or is readily capable of, causing death or serious bodily injury, except that such term 
does not include a pocket knife with a blade of less than 2 1/2 inches in length. 

(3) The term “Federal court facility” means the courtroom, judges’ chambers, witness rooms, jury deliberation 
rooms, attorney conference rooms, prisoner holding cells, offices of the court clerks, the United States attorney, 
and the United States marshal, probation and parole offices, and adjoining corridors of any court of the United 
States. 
(h) Notice of the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) shall be posted conspicuously at each public entrance to 

each Federal facility, and notice of subsection (e) shall be posted conspicuously at each public entrance to each 
Federal court facility, and no person shall be convicted of an offense under subsection (a) or (e) with respect to a 
Federal facility if such notice is not so posted at such facility, unless such person had actual notice of subsection (a) 
or (e), as the case may be. 
§ 1112. Manslaughter  

(a) Manslaughter is the unlawful killing of a human being without malice. It is of two kinds: 
Voluntary—Upon a sudden quarrel or heat of passion. 
Involuntary—In the commission of an unlawful act not amounting to a felony, or in the commission in an 

unlawful manner, or without due caution and circumspection, of a lawful act which might produce death. 
(b) Within the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, 

Whoever is guilty of voluntary manslaughter, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten 
years 15 years, or both; 

Whoever is guilty of involuntary manslaughter, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than six 
years 8 years, or both. 

§ 1512. Tampering with a witness, victim, or an informant  
(a)(1) Whoever kills or attempts to kill another person, with intent to— 

(A) prevent the attendance or testimony of any person in an official proceeding; 
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(B) prevent the production of a record, document, or other object, in an official proceeding; or 
(C) prevent the communication by any person to a law enforcement officer or judge of the United States of 

information relating to the commission or possible commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions 
of probation, parole, or release pending judicial proceedings; 

shall be punished as provided in paragraph (3). 
(2) Whoever uses physical force or the threat of physical force against any person, or attempts to do so, with 

intent to— 
(A) influence, delay, or prevent the testimony of any person in an official proceeding; 
(B) cause or induce any person to— 

(i) withhold testimony, or withhold a record, document, or other object, from an official proceeding; 
(ii) alter, destroy, mutilate, or conceal an object with intent to impair the integrity or availability of the 

object for use in an official proceeding; 
(iii) evade legal process summoning that person to appear as a witness, or to produce a record, document, 

or other object, in an official proceeding; or 
(iv) be absent from an official proceeding to which that person has been summoned by legal process; or 

(C) hinder, delay, or prevent the communication to a law enforcement officer or judge of the United States of 
information relating to the commission or possible commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions 
of probation, supervised release, parole, or release pending judicial proceedings; 

shall be punished as provided in paragraph (3). 
(3) The punishment for an offense under this subsection is— 

(A) in the case of murder (as defined in section 1111), the death penalty or imprisonment for life, and in the case of 
any other killing, the punishment provided in section 1112; (A) in the case of a killing, the punishment provided 

in sections 1111 and 1112; 
(B) in the case of— 

(i) an attempt to murder; or 
(ii) the use or attempted use of physical force against any person; 

imprisonment for not more than 20 years 30 years; and 
(C) in the case of the threat of use of physical force against any person, imprisonment for not more than 10 

years 20 years. 
(b) Whoever knowingly uses intimidation, threatens or corruptly persuades another person, or attempts to do so, or 

engages in misleading conduct toward another person, with intent to— 
(1) influence, delay or prevent the testimony of any person in an official proceeding; 
(2) cause or induce any person to— 

(A) withhold testimony, or withhold a record, document, or other object, from an official proceeding; 
(B) alter, destroy, mutilate, or conceal an object with intent to impair the object’s integrity or availability for 

use in an official proceeding; 
(C) evade legal process summoning that person to appear as a witness, or to produce a record, document, or 

other object, in an official proceeding; or 
(D) be absent from an official proceeding to which such person has been summoned by legal process; or 

(3) hinder, delay, or prevent the communication to a law enforcement officer or judge of the United States of 
information relating to the commission or possible commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions of 
probation [1] supervised release,, [1] parole, or release pending judicial proceedings; 

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years 20 years, or both. 
(c) Whoever corruptly— 

(1) alters, destroys, mutilates, or conceals a record, document, or other object, or attempts to do so, with the 
intent to impair the object’s integrity or availability for use in an official proceeding; or 
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(2) otherwise obstructs, influences, or impedes any official proceeding, or attempts to do so, 
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both. 

(d) Whoever intentionally harasses another person and thereby hinders, delays, prevents, or dissuades any person 
from— 

(1) attending or testifying in an official proceeding; 
(2) reporting to a law enforcement officer or judge of the United States the commission or possible commission 

of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions of probation [1] supervised release,, [1] parole, or release pending 
judicial proceedings; 

(3) arresting or seeking the arrest of another person in connection with a Federal offense; or 
(4) causing a criminal prosecution, or a parole or probation revocation proceeding, to be sought or instituted, or 

assisting in such prosecution or proceeding; 
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than one year 3 years, or both. 

(e) In a prosecution for an offense under this section, it is an affirmative defense, as to which the defendant has the 
burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence, that the conduct consisted solely of lawful conduct and that the 
defendant’s sole intention was to encourage, induce, or cause the other person to testify truthfully. 

(f) For the purposes of this section— 
(1) an official proceeding need not be pending or about to be instituted at the time of the offense; and 
(2) the testimony, or the record, document, or other object need not be admissible in evidence or free of a claim 

of privilege. 
(g) In a prosecution for an offense under this section, no state of mind need be proved with respect to the 

circumstance— 
(1) that the official proceeding before a judge, court, magistrate, grand jury, or government agency is before a 

judge or court of the United States, a United States magistrate [United States magistrate judge], a bankruptcy 
judge, a Federal grand jury, or a Federal Government agency; or 

(2) that the judge is a judge of the United States or that the law enforcement officer is an officer or employee of 
the Federal Government or a person authorized to act for or on behalf of the Federal Government or serving the 
Federal Government as an adviser or consultant. 
(h) There is extraterritorial Federal jurisdiction over an offense under this section. 
(i) A prosecution under this section or section 1503 may be brought in the district in which the official proceeding 

(whether or not pending or about to be instituted) was intended to be affected or in the district in which the conduct 
constituting the alleged offense occurred. 

(j) If the offense under this section occurs in connection with a trial of a criminal case, the maximum term of 
imprisonment which may be imposed for the offense shall be the higher of that otherwise provided by law or the 
maximum term that could have been imposed for any offense charged in such case. 

(k) Whoever conspires to commit any offense under this section shall be subject to the same penalties as those 
prescribed for the offense the commission of which was the object of the conspiracy. 

[1] So in original.  
§ 1513. Retaliating against a witness, victim, or an informant  

(a)(1) Whoever kills or attempts to kill another person with intent to retaliate against any person for— 
(A) the attendance of a witness or party at an official proceeding, or any testimony given or any record, 

document, or other object produced by a witness in an official proceeding; or 
(B) providing to a law enforcement officer any information relating to the commission or possible 

commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions of probation, [1] supervised release,, [1] parole, or 
release pending judicial proceedings, 

shall be punished as provided in paragraph (2). 
(2) The punishment for an offense under this subsection is— 
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(A) in the case of a killing, the punishment provided in sections 1111 and 1112; and 
(B) in the case of an attempt, imprisonment for not more than 20 years 30 years. 

(b) Whoever knowingly engages in any conduct and thereby causes bodily injury to another person or damages the 
tangible property of another person, or threatens to do so, with intent to retaliate against any person for— 

(1) the attendance of a witness or party at an official proceeding, or any testimony given or any record, 
document, or other object produced by a witness in an official proceeding; or 

(2) any information relating to the commission or possible commission of a Federal offense or a violation of 
conditions of probation, [1] supervised release,, [1] parole, or release pending judicial proceedings given by a person 
to a law enforcement officer; 

or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years 20 years, or both. 
(c) If the retaliation occurred because of attendance at or testimony in a criminal case, the maximum term of 

imprisonment which may be imposed for the offense under this section shall be the higher of that otherwise 
provided by law or the maximum term that could have been imposed for any offense charged in such case. 

(d) There is extraterritorial Federal jurisdiction over an offense under this section. 
(e) [2] Whoever knowingly, with the intent to retaliate, takes any action harmful to any person, including 

interference with the lawful employment or livelihood of any person, for providing to a law enforcement officer any 
truthful information relating to the commission or possible commission of any Federal offense, shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both. 

(e) (f) [2] Whoever conspires to commit any offense under this section shall be subject to the same penalties as 
those prescribed for the offense the commission of which was the object of the conspiracy. 
(g) A prosecution under this section may be brought in the district in which the official proceeding (whether 
pending, about to be instituted, or completed) was intended to be affected, or in which the conduct constituting the 
alleged offense occurred. 

[1] So in original.  
[2] So in original. Two subsecs. (e) have been enacted.  

§ 1521. Retaliating against a Federal judge or Federal law enforcement officer by false claim or slander of 
title 
Whoever files, attempts to file, or conspires to file, in any public record or in any private record which is generally 
available to the public, any false lien or encumbrance against the real or personal property of an individual described 
in section 1114, on account of the performance of official duties by that individual, knowing or having reason to 
know that such lien or encumbrance is false or contains any materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or 
representation, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned for not more than 10 years, or both. 
§ 3624. Release of a prisoner  

(a) Date of release. A prisoner shall be released by the Bureau of Prisons on the date of the expiration of the 
prisoner’s term of imprisonment, less any time credited toward the service of the prisoner’s sentence as provided in 
subsection (b). If the date for a prisoner’s release falls on a Saturday, a Sunday, or a legal holiday at the place of 
confinement, the prisoner may be released by the Bureau on the last preceding weekday. 

(b) Credit toward service of sentence for satisfactory behavior. 
(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a prisoner who is serving a term of imprisonment of more than 1 year [1] other than 

a term of imprisonment for the duration of the prisoner’s life, may receive credit toward the service of the 
prisoner’s sentence, beyond the time served, of up to 54 days at the end of each year of the prisoner’s term of 
imprisonment, beginning at the end of the first year of the term, subject to determination by the Bureau of Prisons 
that, during that year, the prisoner has displayed exemplary compliance with institutional disciplinary regulations. 
Subject to paragraph (2), if the Bureau determined that, during that year, the prisoner has not satisfactorily 
complied with such institutional regulations, the prisoner shall receive no such credit toward service of the 
prisoner’s sentence or shall receive such lesser credit as the Bureau determines to be appropriate. In awarding 
credit under this section, the Bureau shall consider whether the prisoner, during the relevant period, has earned, or 
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is making satisfactory progress toward earning, a high school diploma or an equivalent degree. Credit that has not 
been earned may not later be granted. Subject to paragraph (2), credit for the last year or portion of a year of the 
term of imprisonment shall be prorated and credited within the last six weeks of the sentence. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, credit awarded under this subsection after the date of enactment of the 
Prison Litigation Reform Act shall vest on the date the prisoner is released from custody. 

(3) The Attorney General shall ensure that the Bureau of Prisons has in effect an optional General Educational 
Development program for inmates who have not earned a high school diploma or its equivalent. 

(4) Exemptions to the General Educational Development requirement may be made as deemed appropriate by 
the Director of the Federal Bureau of Prisons. 
(c) Pre-release custody. The Bureau of Prisons shall, to the extent practicable, assure that a prisoner serving a 

term of imprisonment spends a reasonable part, not to exceed six months, of the last 10 per centum of the term to be 
served under conditions that will afford the prisoner a reasonable opportunity to adjust to and prepare for the 
prisoner’s re-entry into the community. The authority provided by this subsection may be used to place a prisoner in 
home confinement. The United States Probation System shall, to the extent practicable, offer assistance to a prisoner 
during such pre-release custody. 

(d) Allotment of clothing, funds, and transportation. Upon the release of a prisoner on the expiration of the 
prisoner’s term of imprisonment, the Bureau of Prisons shall furnish the prisoner with— 

(1) suitable clothing; 
(2) an amount of money, not more than $ 500, determined by the Director to be consistent with the needs of the 

offender and the public interest, unless the Director determines that the financial position of the offender is such 
that no sum should be furnished; and 

(3) transportation to the place of the prisoner’s conviction, to the prisoner’s bona fide residence within the 
United States, or to such other place within the United States as may be authorized by the Director. 

(e) Supervision after release. A prisoner whose sentence includes a term of supervised release after imprisonment 
shall be released by the Bureau of Prisons to the supervision of a probation officer who shall, during the term 
imposed, supervise the person released to the degree warranted by the conditions specified by the sentencing court. 
The term of supervised release commences on the day the person is released from imprisonment and runs 
concurrently with any Federal, State, or local term of probation or supervised release or parole for another offense to 
which the person is subject or becomes subject during the term of supervised release. A term of supervised release 
does not run during any period in which the person is imprisoned in connection with a conviction for a Federal, 
State, or local crime unless the imprisonment is for a period of less than 30 consecutive days. No prisoner shall be 
released on supervision unless such prisoner agrees to adhere to an installment schedule, not to exceed two years 
except in special circumstances, to pay for any fine imposed for the offense committed by such prisoner. Upon 
the release of a prisoner by the Bureau of Prisons to supervised release, the Bureau of Prisons shall notify such 
prisoner, verbally and in writing, of the requirement that the prisoner adhere to an installment schedule, not to 
exceed 2 years except in special circumstances, to pay for any fine imposed for the offense committed by such 
prisoner, and of the consequences of failure to pay such fines under sections 3611 through 3614 of this title. 

(f) Mandatory functional literacy requirement. 
(1) The Attorney General shall direct the Bureau of Prisons to have in effect a mandatory functional literacy 

program for all mentally capable inmates who are not functionally literate in each Federal correctional institution 
within 6 months from the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) Each mandatory functional literacy program shall include a requirement that each inmate participate in such 
program for a mandatory period sufficient to provide the inmate with an adequate opportunity to achieve 
functional literacy, and appropriate incentives which lead to successful completion of such programs shall be 
developed and implemented. 

(3) As used in this section, the term “functional literacy” means— 
(A) an eighth grade equivalence in reading and mathematics on a nationally recognized standardized test; 
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(B) functional competency or literacy on a nationally recognized criterion-referenced test; or 
(C) a combination of subparagraphs (A) and (B). 

(4) Non-English speaking inmates shall be required to participate in an English-As-A-Second-Language 
program until they function at the equivalence of the eighth grade on a nationally recognized educational 
achievement test. 

(5) The Chief Executive Officer of each institution shall have authority to grant waivers for good cause as 
determined and documented on an individual basis. 
[1] So in original. Probably should be followed by a comma. 

 
Title 28 

 
§ 2255.  Federal custody; remedies on motion attacking sentence  

(a) A prisoner in custody under sentence of a court established by Act of Congress claiming the right to be 
released upon the ground that the sentence was imposed in violation of the Constitution or laws of the United States, 
or that the court was without jurisdiction to impose such sentence, or that the sentence was in excess of the 
maximum authorized by law, or is otherwise subject to collateral attack, may move the court which imposed the 
sentence to vacate, set aside or correct the sentence. 

(b) Unless the motion and the files and records of the case conclusively show that the prisoner is entitled to no 
relief, the court shall cause notice thereof to be served upon the United States attorney, grant a prompt hearing 
thereon, determine the issues and make findings of fact and conclusions of law with respect thereto. If the court 
finds that the judgment was rendered without jurisdiction, or that the sentence imposed was not authorized by law or 
otherwise open to collateral attack, or that there has been such a denial or infringement of the constitutional rights of 
the prisoner as to render the judgment vulnerable to collateral attack, the court shall vacate and set the judgment 
aside and shall discharge the prisoner or resentence him or grant a new trial or correct the sentence as may appear 
appropriate. 

(c)  A court may entertain and determine such motion without requiring the production of the prisoner at the 
hearing. 

(d) An appeal may be taken to the court of appeals from the order entered on the motion as from the final 
judgment on application for a writ of habeas corpus. 

(e) An application for a writ of habeas corpus in behalf of a prisoner who is authorized to apply for relief by 
motion pursuant to this section, shall not be entertained if it appears that the applicant has failed to apply for relief, 
by motion, to the court which sentenced him, or that such court has denied him relief, unless it also appears that the 
remedy by motion is inadequate or ineffective to test the legality of his detention. 

(f) A 1-year period of limitation shall apply to a motion under this section. The limitation period shall run from the 
latest of— 

(1) the date on which the judgment of conviction becomes final; 
(2) the date on which the impediment to making a motion created by governmental action in violation of the 

Constitution or laws of the United States is removed, if the movant was prevented from making a motion by such 
governmental action; 

(3) the date on which the right asserted was initially recognized by the Supreme Court, if that right has been 
newly recognized by the Supreme Court and made retroactively applicable to cases on collateral review; or 

(4) the date on which the facts supporting the claim or claims presented could have been discovered through the 
exercise of due diligence. 
(g) Except as provided in section 408 of the Controlled Substances Act [21 USC § 848], in all proceedings brought 

under this section, and any subsequent proceedings on review, the court may appoint counsel, except as provided by 
a rule promulgated by the Supreme Court pursuant to statutory authority. Appointment of counsel under this section 
shall be governed by section 3006A of title 18. 
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(h) A second or successive motion must be certified as provided in section 2244 by a panel of the appropriate court 
of appeals to contain— 

(1) newly discovered evidence that, if proven and viewed in light of the evidence as a whole, would be 
sufficient to establish by clear and convincing evidence that no reasonable fact finder would have found the 
movant guilty of the offense; or 

(2) a new rule of constitutional law, made retroactive to cases on collateral review by the Supreme Court, that 
was previously unavailable. 

 


